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A RETURN TO THE NEW ENGLAND AIR MUSEUM

Volume 25, Section I of the God-
dard Gazette will cover March 
through April 2022 with one key 
exception.  The squadron trip to 
Colorado has an extensive photo 
gallery and will need to be dis-
played in a separate publication.

The cover photo was taken on 
Saturday, March 5, 2022 at the 
New England Air Museum.  Ca-
dets from across Massachusetts 
Wing were invited to attend a 
special event entitled "Women 
Take Flight." 

This museum is a gem, tucked 
away in Windsor Locks, Connecti-
cut.  The volunteers who staff its 
hangars are knowledgeable, ap-
proachable, and engaging.  Un-
like many other aviation muse-
ums jam-packed with aircraft, 
the layout at the New England 
Air Museum allows each display 
to have its own spotlight.  



Massachusetts Wing’s Senior 
Members at the H-52A.  Built in 
1967, this amphibious search and 
rescue helicopter was donated to 
the New England Air Museum by 
the United States Coast Guard. 



Cadets Henry O’Brien and Rebecca Singley flank an enthusiastic member of the Air National Guard.  
These smiles are priceless! 

It is “Women Take Flight” 
day at the museum.  C/SSgt 
Rebecca Singley is getting 
assistance with “suiting up” 
by a representative of the Air 
National Guard. 



Cadets Jayden & Jeffrey Madden are 

standing in front of the Republic P-47D 

Thunderbolt, nicknamed “The Jug.”   This 

aircraft was the heaviest single-engine 

fighter in service during World War II. 



Cadet Airman Adam Rosado is learning about aerodynamics from an expert.  

Cadet Airman First Class Katalina Fontes 



Cadets Henry O’Brien, Leah Vigevani, and Tommy Webster speaking with empolyees of Kaman.  Kaman is a company that focuses on engineering innovation. 



Donated by the United States Army, 
this 1971 Bell AH-1S Cobra attack he-
licopter as called the TOWCOBRA.  
It was equipped to carry eight TOW 
anti-tank missiles.   

Manufactured in 1962, the Bell UH-1B ”Huey” is famous for its outstanding performance 
during the Vietnam Conflict.  It served as a troop carrier, a gunship, and was utilized for the 

evacuation of wounded soldiers.  It is still in use in some military and civilian roles today. 

The New England Air Museum’s 
pride and joy is a beautifully re-
stored B25-H Mitchell.  This nose 
painting is very well known in the 
aviation world. 



This Lockheed 10A Electra was the first all-metal 
multi-engine plane produced by Lockheed.   It 

cruised at 190 mph and had a range of 810 miles.    
It could carry ten passengers.  Amelia Earhart was 
piloting this model aircraft when she disappeared 
over the Pacific Ocean in July 1937. 



World War II Portable Landing Strips.  Per the New England 
Air Museum’s placard:  “  These were made circa 1942 and 

were smuggled into St. Etienne on farmers’ carts under piles 
of hay, transported inside coffins to Sardinia and dropped with 
black parachutes on moonless nights outside Salzburg. Accom-
panying them were the men and women of the resistance move-
ments… They became used more frequently and were dropped 
in China when Jimmy Doolittle and his B-25s, flew off the air-
craft carrier Hornet to bomb Tokyo… Inside there is a complete 
runway: obstacle lights, combat heads, mast adapters, lamps, 
stakes, tools, even bulletins and manuals… everything they 
needed to organize a secret pick-up, landing, or invasion.” 

  Incredible! 



This S-39B Sikorsky, manufactured 
in 1930, is the oldest surviving 

Sikorsky-built aircraft.  During World 
War II, Cviil Air Patrol crews based in 
Rehobeth, Delaware flew this aircraft 
prmarily for reconnaissance missions.  
It was also used for sea rescues.   



As always, the tradition is to eat!  Here is our gang from Bridgewater and Goddard Squadrons outside Bear’s Smokehouse Barbecue, Connecticut 



TRAINING LEADERS OF CADETS, BASIC AND INTERMEDIATE COURSES 

Within Civil Air Patrol, Cadet Pro-
grams Officers have the unique role 
of providing guidance to cadets 
and to their parents or guardians.  
There are three progressive units 
for the Training Leaders of Cadets 
(TLC) curriculum.  Every unit with 
cadets is required to have at least 
two senior members who have suc-
cessfully completed the seven-hour 
basic course.  It is strongly advised 
that at least one member per unit 
also take the six-hour intermediate 
level course. The advanced course 

is meant for Wing Cadet Programs 
Officers 

Basic TLC was held at Lt Col Maffei's 
home on March 6, 2022.  This was 
followed by an Intermediate TLC 
Course on March 19, 2022.   Lt Col 
Maffei was an instructor for both 
courses; she is the photographer.  
Maj Brian Silva, Director of Cadet 
Programs for Massachusetts Wing, 
was the lead instructor for the In-
termediate TLC course.. he sneaked 
out before the photo shoot.

TLC Basic Course, March 6, 2022 

Top row: Flight Officer Dimitri McPherson (Instructor) and 2d Lt Ed Brown                                                                                                        
Second row from top: SSgt Pauline O’Brien & Lt Col Larry Dunn                                                                                                                                          
Third row from top: 2d Lt Nathaniel Singer & 1st Lt Walter Christiansen                                                                                                                             
Fourth row from top: SM Lydia Reid & 2d Lt Keith Reid                                                                                                                                        
Bottom row: Maj Ricky Walsh, Capt Loren Herren, & Maj Steve Lauzon (Instructors)



TLC Intermediate Course: March 19, 2022
Top row: SSgt Pauline O’Brien, 2d Lt Keith Reid & SM Lydia Reid

Second row from top: Lt Col Carleton Jones & Lt Col Thomas Willams

Third row from top: Lt Col Phillip Balboni, Lt Col Ralph Evans & Maj Steve Lauzon (Instructor)                                                 

Bottom row: 1st Lt Michael Hiam, Maj Patrick Routier, Maj Ricky Walsh (Instructor), 2d Lt Martin 

Lessem, Jr. & 1st Lt Paul Passariello                                                               



If you wander the hallways of the 1-181st Infantry Regiment’s headquarters, its 
celebrated history comes to life.  Organized in December 1636 as part of the 

Massachusetts Militia, the regiment then participated in King Phillip’s War.  Beginning 
in Lexington, Massachusetts in 1775, it fought British forces at numerous battle sites 
during the American Revolution.  In essence, a historical review of the 1-181st regiment’s 
participation in wars over the ensuing centuries is comparable to a review of United 
States military history.

Since the tragic events of September 11, 
2001, this regiment has been deployed 

globally to support overseas operations: 

 Operation Joint Forge, Bosnia 2001-
2002)

 Joint Task Force Guantanamo, Cuba 
(2003-2004)

 United Nations International Security 
Force, Kosovo (2006)

 Operation Iraqi Freedom, Iraq (2007-
2008)

        Operation Enduring Freedom (2010- 
2011)

        Multinational Force and Observers,   
 Sinai Peninsula (2017-2018)

 During the initial COVID-19 lockdown, 
only essential personnel were allowed 

out of their homes.  The Massachusetts 
Army National Guard was mobilized during 
our Commonwealth’s State of Emergency 
and gathered every morning for months 
on end at the home of the 1-181st. Solders 
were deployed to medical facilities and 

Leadership in Action 
The Massachusetts Army 

National Guard



nursing homes throughout our state, stepping in to defray 
critical staffing shortages due to the pandemic.  While Civil Air 
Patrol units worked within a massive Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA) warehouse selecting and packaging 
essential medical supplies for individual facilities such as hospitals, 
nursing homes, local boards of health, and funeral homes, ARNG 
transportation units delivered said supplies throughout our state.

On May 25, 2020, George Floyd died while in the custody 
of Minneapolis police.  When peaceful protests by the 

many escalated into violent protests by the few within our 
Commonwealth, the ARNG was activated to help restore peace.  
In January 2021, the U.S. Capitol building was attacked by pro-
Trump supporters, triggering riots in the streets.  Again, the 
Massachusetts ARNG was called upon to help to restore and 
maintain peace in Washington, D.C.  

When schools reopened for the September 2021-June 2022 
academic year, the Massachusetts ARNG was activated 

to supply critical transportation needs for school-aged children 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

The COVID surge that took place from December 2021 through 
March 2022 resulted in critical shortages of medical staff 

personnel.  The Guard was activated yet again, assisting hospitals 
and other medical facilities with COVID-19 testing, administrative 
and medical staffing needs, and providing security details.  

The Massachusetts Army National Guard provides critical 
assistance to communities within the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts. This article provides only a brief synopsis of 
its capabilities and of its contributions to our state.  Although 
headquartered in Massachusetts, the 1-181st Infantry Regiment 
has a global perspective, ready to serve when needed at any 
location across the globe.  Please remember to greet every soldier 
with respect and be thankful that a few have stepped forward to 
serve the many.



The Massachusetts Army National Guard The Massachusetts Army National Guard 
Provides a Special Presentation to Provides a Special Presentation to 
Civil Air Patrol CadetsCivil Air Patrol Cadets

How apropos for representatives from the Massachusetts Army 
National Guard (MA-ARNG) to speak with Civil Air Patrol cadets from 

Bridgewater State University and Goddard Cadet Squadrons on March 27, 
2022.  Goddard Cadet Squadron has had the privilege of meeting at the 
home of the 1-181st Infantry Battalion for several years now and hopes to 
continue this special relationship.

Ranger Training Leadership Initiative (RTLI): Major Douglas J. 
Patterson was the keynote speaker.  He serves as the Executive 

Officer and Administrative Officer for the 1-181 Infantry Battalion.  The focus 
of his briefing was on the Army National Guard’s Ranger Team Leader 
Initiative.  

It is important to provide some background here.  As of July 2019, the 
Army National Guard increased its Infantry Soldier basic training program 

from 14 weeks to 22 weeks.  Recruits undergo a One-Station Unit Training 

(OSUT), remaining 
in the same unit 
through Basic Combat 
Training and Advanced 
Individual Training 
at Fort Benning, 
Georgia.  The program 
includes expanded 
weapons training, 
comprehensive vehicle-
platform familiarization 
and combatives 
training, a 40-hour 
combat lifesaver 
course, training in land navigation skills, and the addition of a combat water 
survivability test.  Graduates are qualified as basic infantrymen.

Major Douglas J. Patterson,
 Executive Officer/Administrative Officer,

 1-181 Infantry Battalion 



Since 1994, the Army National Guard has run a Ranger Training 
Assessment Course (RTAC) at Fort Benning, Georgia for seasoned 

soldiers who aspire to become U.S. Army Rangers. RTAC is a 14-day Army 
National Guard preparatory course for Ranger School, staffed with Ranger 
Instructor-qualified NCOs and Officers.  The Army National Guard Bureau 
maintains the Army National Guard Warrior Training Center (WTA) at Fort 
Benning to accomplish this mission.

Fast forward to summer 2017.  The Guard began to scout Fort Benning’s 
entry-level training centers for Army National Guard Soldiers who might 

be good candidates for Ranger School.  This new program, entitled the 
Ranger Team Leader Initiative (RTLI), focuses primarily on new infantry men 
and women that begin the program unequipped with the depth of knowledge 
often found in RTAC candidates. During OSUT, highly motivated recruits who 
have demonstrated superior physical ability, mental tenacity, and character 
are offered the opportunity to attend RTLI upon graduation.  

RTLI is an additional 4-week program that trains the soldier in the following 
fields: Ranger Physical Fitness Test, timed ruck marches, map reading, 

comprehensive day and night land navigation, a comprehensive Combat 
Water Survival Assessment, and evaluation in various Ranger Training Tasks.  
It is designed to prepare an OSUT graduate for RTAC and Ranger School by 
focusing on three core competencies: Character, Physical Ability, and Mental 
Tenacity.

The U.S. Army’s Ranger School is its premier leadership program.  The 
inculcation of Army Rangers within the National Guard strengthens its 

ability to protect and defend our nation in times of adversity.

Reserve Officer Training Corps and the Massachusetts Army National 
Guard Staff Sergeant John Vivier, a Massachusetts ARNG Recruiter, 

spoke to the cadets about the Guard’s Simultaneous Membership Program 
(SMP), a special track for Massachusetts Army National Guard members who 
aspire to become an officer.  

Staff Sergeant John Vivier, Recruiter, Massachusetts Army National Guard 



Most of you are familiar with Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) 
programs offered by the U.S. Air Force, Army, Marines, and Navy.  

The purpose of these programs is to develop officers who possess the 
knowledge, skills, and attributes of a successful leader.  Typically, college-
level ROTC is a four-year program that consists of a two-year Basic Course 
followed by a two-year Advanced Course.  

Qualified MA-ARNG members in good academic standing are eligible to 
enter the Army’s ROTC Advanced Course and could enter ROTC with 

only two academic years remaining.  Once contracted by ROTC, these Guard 
members are eligible to be enrolled in SMP.

As a member of SMP, the soldier drills with her/his MA-ARNG unit and 
shadows a National Guard Officer.  The goal is to earn additional 

leadership experience.  In addition to leadership training, SMP benefits 
include getting paid as an E-5 while at Drill, college tuition and fees waivers, 
and eligibility for certain MA-ARNG scholarships. SMP cadets are considered 
non-deployable.  Non-contracted ROTC cadets in the MA-ARNG, on the 
other hand, will deploy with their unit if it is mobilized.

The Minuteman Scholarship is provided by the Massachusetts National 
Guard to qualified recipients who will go on to commission as Officers in 

the National Guard.  Prerequisites for nomination include U.S. citizenship and 
currently are enrolled at and/or are currently attending a university that has 
ROTC affiliations.  High school students must score ≥ 1200 on the SAT or ≥ 

Major Patterson with Chief Master Sergeant Gene Westerlind,
 Command NCO, Massachusetts Wing, Civil Air Patrol 



enrolled in college.  Minuteman Scholarships can be used towards room and 
board ($10,000 limit) while you use your tuition and fee waiver (ideal for state 
colleges and universities).  

MA-ARNG branches include: Adjutant General, Aviation, Chemical, Cyber, 
Engineer, Field Artillery, Infantry, Medical Service, Military Intelligence, 

Military Police, Ordnance, Quartermaster/Logistics, Signal, Specialty Branches, 
and Transportation.  Specialty Branches include chaplains, lawyers, and many 
classes of medical and dental personnel.   

24 on the ACT and have a ≥ 2.5 GPA.  Current college students must have a 
GPA of at least 2.5.  All candidates must meet all qualifications for enlistment 
in the Massachusetts Army National Guard and pass the Army Physical 
Fitness Test.  Candidates must type and handwrite a brief essay on reasons 
why they want to become an officer.  Furthermore, they must enroll in and be 
accepted to ROTC.

Minuteman Scholarships are limited.  A candidate increases her/his 
chances by having a strong GPA and/or strong SAT or ACT scores, 

having earned 1-2 varsity letters, being in the top percentage 
of one’s class, and having demonstrated leadership potential 
(National Honor Society, varsity team captain, club president, 
JROTC, Civil Air Patrolm etc,)   Nominations are decided 
either by The Adjutant General (TAG) or through a Civilian Aid 
to the Secretary of the Army.  The ROTC has the final say as 
to whether an applicant is awarded the scholarship.

Guard members enrolled in SMP receive an Army ROTC 
2-year Guaranteed Reserve Forces Duty (GRFD) 

scholarship and are eligible for a 2-year Dedicated ARNG 
Scholarship (must serve an 8-year mandatory Service 
Obligation within the National Guard).  Federal tuition 
assistance is also available.  

ROTC members receive an annual $1200 textbook stipend 
as well as a living stipend of $420 per month while Cadets from Bridgewater and Goddard Cadet Squadrons are intently listening to the 

Massachusetts Army National Guard presentations 





Joint Aerospace Excellence Extravaganza

On March 27, 2022, cadets from Bridgewater 
State University and Goddard Cadet Squadrons participated in 
a joint aerospace excellence activity.  As per tradition, God-
dard enjoys a multi-station approach which allows cadets and 

aerospace education senior members alike to plan and execute 
hands-on educational opportunities.  It is so much fun for the 
cadets from both squadrons to interact and laugh while they 
learn!

Cadet Captain Ita Carrigg talks about everyday uses of space-derived technologies, then  
provides some hands-on examples. 



Cadet Captain Maya Belliveau is providing background information for her 
demonstration entitled “Why Satellites Stay in Orbit.” Notice the wooden 
spools, metal washers, and small plastic balls on the table top.  Within moments, 
these items will be used to simulate the effect of gravity on satellites in orbit. 

Maya is smiling after deftly spinning potentially hazardous objects in a simulation of 
space. 



Cadet Levi Raposo, prospect Marco Moya, Cadets Tom Webster and 
Pranidhi Vidyaprakash look on as Maya explains her demonstration. 



Cadet Captain Prenaveau demonstrates the “Rocket Racer” to Cadets Jason 
Smith, Jayden Madden, Alex Belliveau, and Hannah Carlson.  The purpose of this 

demonstration is to review Sir Isaac Newton’s Laws of Motion. 

C/Capt Charles Prenavau talks about the physics of motion.  Flight Officer Dimitri 
McPherson spent HOURS building rocket racers at his home.   



In this photo, 2d Lts Nick Orlovsky & Dawson Durgin have created a Hero Rocket, 
based on the first known rocket. 

2d Lt Nick Orlovsky is demonstrating how to use the hero rocket to Cadets Francis 
DeRosa, Will Callaghan, Christian Sargis, and Isaac Brown.  Each cadet will have a 
turn. 



Cadet 2d Lt Sweta Chandra Mohan 
is in charge of the Cyber Security 

demonstration 

C/Lt Col Leah Vigevani and C/2d Lt Jason Smith
 



SSgt Pauline O’Brien, CMSgt Gene Westerlind, and SM John Reid are enjoying watching the cadets. 

C/CMSgt Henry O’Brien is taking 
great pleasure in spinning his uncle, 
SM John Reid.  The purpose of this 
demonstration was to explain how 
motion can cause disorientation.   



Closing Formation is about to begin.  March 27th turned out to be a very busy evening. 



F i n a l l y ,  G o i n g  B a c k 

i n t o  t h e  S k i e s

On April 3, 2022, Cadet Staff Sergeant James Niall FINALLY had 
his fifth powered orientation f light.  New England’s weather has 
bumped him off the schedule more times than we can count!  It 
was a gorgeous day, and, as you can see, a spectacular f light! 



Rock Climbing
A n  E xc u r s i o n  t o  C a r a b i n e r ' s  C l i m b i n g  a n d  F i t n e s s

On April 10th, 2022, Coastal Patrol 18 and Goddard 
Squadrons met at Carabiner's in New Bedford, Massachusetts for 
an exercise in leadership and in healthy fitness.  While a few mem-
bers from Goddard Squadron chose to prepare display boards for an 
upcoming Open House event,  in our private room,  others selected 
rock climbing.  A few of the cadets were quite experienced, while 
others had to overcome a bit of anxiety when they stared up at the 
walls.  It was great fun for all.  

Don't even ask if we went out to eat afterwards... the answer is a 
resounding "YES!"   We ate at a very small restaurant called Mama 
Raffa's, also in New Bedford. The restaurant was quaint.  The park-
ing lot was incredibly tiny for the likes of a 12-passenger van!  

It was a delightful day! 



C/TSgt Isabella Niemann 
from Coastal Patrol 18 
was our special guest!   

C/SSgt Rebecca Singley 
is just beaming. 

Rock climbing comes 
easily to a Ninja 
Warrier national 

competitor! 

 



C/Amn Adam Rosado Jr., on the ropes. Hard to tell.  
Is Adam happier on the ground or on the wall? 



C/SrA Phelix Lafleur 

is making a reach.



C/SMSgt Sage Lafleur is checking footing as she plans to climb the most challenging wall. 

You will never succeed 
unless you plan your hand 

placements in advance. 

I t  i s  a  l o n g  w a y  u p ! 



C/SSgt James Niall is planning his route. 



On April 30, 2022, twenty-three members from Massachusetts 
Wing, CAP met at Minute Man National Historical Park in 

anticipation of a most remarkable experience. Unlike most visitors 
who just walk along the pathways and read the plaques, our 
group had the opportunity to become immersed in history under 
the mentorship of one remarkable individual.  

Leadership and Character Development
 Lesson from an Historical Battlefield

Submitted by:  LouAnn Maffei-Iwuc, Lt Col, CAP
Graphics and Layout Design by:  Capt Vanessa Kubannek

18 May 2022  

Walking in the Footsteps of History: 



Lt Col Thomas Williams serves as the Deputy Commander for Cadets at 
Brigadier General Arthur J. Pierce Cadet Squadron.  A career soldier, 

Colonel Thomas Williams, USAR (Retired) shared vast wealth of knowledge 
of military history and decades of leadership experience with members of 
our Wing. 

Our tour started on Lexington Green.  The audience, comprised of 
nine senior members and twelve cadets, was captivated as our lead-

er described the British perspective on legendary historical events in Bos-
ton proper such as the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea Party. On the 
evening of April 18, 1775, in an attempt to suppress further rebellion within 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, a British expeditionary force was dispatched to 
Lexington and Concord. We learned about the organization and training of 
the British forces, including the roles of British Regulars, Light Infantry and 
Grenadiers.  Lt Col Williams also discussed the colonial militia, including its 
elite minutemen.  Differences in leadership and character would come into 
play on the morning of April 19, 1775, when a skirmish on this quaint green 
would ignite the struggle for American independence.  

Lt Col Thomas Williams begins his facilitated discussion on Lexington Green.  Maj Brian Silva, 
MAWG Cadet Programs Director stands in the background.

  It was a gorgeous day! 



The group is just warming up to each other.  While some pose for this photo, others shy away.  The day has just begun! 



Cadets from Bridgewater State University, Goddard, Westover, and Worcester squadrons pose at The Minute 
Man Statue, Old North Bridge, Concord, Massachusetts.  As the day progressed, it was fascinating to listen 
to their perspectives on the historical events of April 19, 1775. 

The next stop was the Old North Bridge in 
Concord.  In 1837, Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 

Concord Hymn commemorated the courage and 
fortitude of the colonial militia. The first stanza 
of Emerson’s poem has been immortalized, in-
scribed at the base of Daniel Chester French’s 
1874 Minute Man sculpture: 

“By the rude bridge that arched the flood,

Their f lag to April’s breeze unfurled,

Here once the embattled farmers stood

And fired the shot heard round the world.”



As we stood on this hallowed ground, our mentor created a diagram indicating the positions of British and colonial forces. This was 
extremely helpful, allowing us to focus in depth on the circumstances that led up to “the shot heard round the world.”  There would 

be three more stops, as we followed the British Regulars retreat from Concord after the fight at the Old North Bridge. Although the dis-
cussions resolved around leadership, ethical reasoning, and decision-making, the focus was on what made these things hard. 

“The stories of the people who wrestled with complexity, 
ambiguity, and uncertainty are certainly relevant to how
 we operate today,” said our facilitator and guide, Lt Col 

Thomas Williams.  “The facilitator’s job is to ask the right
 questions, questions that provoke thought and move the

 discussion beyond superficial explanations,” he noted.

At the Old North Bridge and situated in front of a grave 
for British soldiers, our guide discusses their plight.  

Imagine being on foreign soil far from home, facing an 
adversary who knows the lay of the land. 



Peering down a ridge that sits near the border between Lexington and Lincoln, Massachusetts, our 
entourage scrutinized the actions of Captain John Parker some 247 years prior as he deployed 

his company to engage the column of (British) Regulars retreating from Concord. Lt Col Williams chal-
lenged our preconceived notions regarding leadership versus followership and cohesiveness versus in-
dividualism. Our group was a cohesive unit now, deliberating on how we might apply Parker’s lessons 
to our work today. 

At Meriam’s Corner, we began to identify the dif-

ferences between the the British and Colonial mil-

itary cultures.  C/SSgt Rebecca Singley from God-

dard Cadet Squadron is assisting Lt Col Williams 

as Major Steve Lauzon, Commander of Brigadier 

General Arthur J. Pierce Squadron, looks on.  



At Elm Brook Hill, we began to discuss how commanders sometimes make difficult 
decisions in the face very limited options.

Capt Alex “JB” Jean-Baptiste listens intently to the lively interchange at Elm Brook Hill.   



Parker’s Revenge was the culmination of our day’s journey through Minute Man National Park.  When faced with a difficult situation, what is the meaning of leadership?  It 
was a participative dialogue, and everyone was provided with the opportunity to express their viewpoint.  From the many, we had become one cohesive unit, feeling comfort-
able enough to “put ourselves out there” and learn from each other.  



C/SrA David “Phelix” Lafleur plays his fife in the middle of an open field.
  What a beautiful way to commemorate the beginning of a revolution that 

would shape a nation.   

The level of discussion and cross-talk between age groups was 
remarkable!  The degree of analysis was far superior to any-

thing that we might see in a classroom setting.  Imagine discussing 
topics such as “friction,” systems thinking, and heuristics in ways 
that were approachable by both our most junior cadets and our 
more experienced senior member. It was fascinating to listen to the 
blend of perspectives. 

The group was participating in a “Staff Ride”, a leadership devel-
opment program that uses an historical event to drive conversa-

tions about topics such as leadership, decision-making, and ethical 
reasoning. While participants do discuss “what” happened they fo-
cus more on the “why”; why did the men and women involved act as 
they did.  

S taff Rides have been part  of  military professional 
development in the United States since the early 

1900s.  Elihu Root,  Secretary of  War from 1899 to 1904, 
encouraged the practice because he thought exploring 
Civil  War Battlefields and Campaigns (on horseback) 
was a superb way of preparing senior officers for the 
rigors of  duty on a general  staff.      
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