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here was a little angst in selecting the cover photo 
for Volume 21, Part II.  The mountain in the back-
drop is Denali, and it is majestic.  Mere mortals 
are humbled by its magnificence.

s we made ready for the second half of our 
Alaska adventure, we also prepared for the de-
parture of Cadet Katalina "Kat" Fontes in the 
early morning of Tuesday, June 29th.  We would 

miss her, but understood the reason for her departure.  
An exceptional equestrian, she had been invited to a na-
tional horsemanship competition in Fort Worth, Texas.   
Before we proceed to more adventures in America's "Last 
Frontier," let us acknowlege Kat's accomplishments.



he United States Equestrian Federation-Interscholastic 
Equestrian Association (USEF-IEA) hosts state, regional 
and national competitions.  Cadet Airman Katalina "Kat" 
Fontes took sixth place overall at the Western National 
Finals championshiop held in Fort Worth, Texas.  This was 
Kat's first national competition.  

Congratulations, Kat!



The Alaska Aviation Musuem

s we were not able to visit military in-
stallations due to the pandemic, we 
sought out an alternative aerospace 

education excursion.  The Alaska Aviation 
Museum was the perfect choice, located just 
minutes from Anchorage's Ted Stevens Inter-
national Airport.  We could only spend two 
hours here, as we needed to make the long 
trek to Denali.

he museum is located on Lake Hood, 
home of the busiest seaplane base in the 
world.  While the cadets toured the mu-

seum in their own fashion, the senior members 
had a private tour hosted by a seasoned float 
plane pilot.  



here are four hangars of 
exhibits including vin-
tage aircraft.  The Sey-
bert Tower was awesome, 

allowing you to view seaplanes from 
the flight deck.  The staff was friendly 
and incredibly proud of this gem tucked 
away in the vastness of Alaska. 



In the early years of Alaska’s frontier aviation 

industry, competitors were not always good 

neighbors.  This sign, a true-to-size replica, was 

posted by a competitor of Woodley Airways.   

Alaskans have a sense of humor... 



Maeve and Maya: future cadets at the US Naval and Air Force Academies, respectively? 

Maya and Maeve with a seasoned pilot, former owner of a frontier airlines in 
Alaska. 



A seaplane lands on Lake Hood 









Talkeetna and Drive to McKinley Creekside Cabins

The Susitna River is just a short walk from the village 
of Talkeetna.  The Susitna will merge with the Chulitna 

and Talkeetna Rivers, forming a mighty waterway. 



Note the fortitude of the man on the left, and the might with which the 
man on the right is balancing an ice cream cone.  Only the woman in the 
center comprehends the contrast between man and nature! 

Now we are on our way to Denali.  In 
the midst of mountains, we must not 
forget the grandeur of wildflowers. 



A viewpoint along the way… this  is  just  a taste of  sights to come... 
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A time to collect our thoughts and look forward to upcoming adventures... 



e have arrived in Denali!  Be it ever so humble, there is no 
place like home.  McKinley Creekside Cabins are awesome!  A 
hot breakfast is served every morning with a variety of choic-
es and pure maple syrup.  There is a large pavilion with a large 

grill and tables which we used for lunches and suppers.  The cadets could 
roam freely within the confines of the lodging facilities.  In short, this is a 
five-star accommodation in our book! 



Hike in Denal iHike in Denal i

Denali National Park and Pe-
serve, 6.1 million acres in 

size, has only one entrance and 
exit, at mile 237 on Alaska High-
way 3.  The Denali Park Road, 
traveling east to west into the in-
terior of the preserve, is 92 miles 
long.  Private vehicles can only 
drive the first fifteen miles of this 
dirt and gravel scenic byway.  Na-
tional Park tour buses can traverse 
the remaining 77 miles, but only 
during the summer months.

As this is a wilderness and 
home to many wild animals, 

most of the park is inaccessible to 
human traffic.  The only trails and 
campgrounds in the park are near 
the park road, and the majority of 
these are situated near the park 
entrance.  On Wednesday, June 
30th, we set out on the McKinley 
Station Trail with a National Park 
Service guide. Enjoy!



Brenda, our National Park Service naturalist, talks about the 
variety of mammals in Denali National Park and Preserve 

An old railroad trestle 



Front: Karl    
    From Let to Right:  Ita, Maeve, Maya, Leah, Jim, and Tom 







The Ghost must enjoy flowers. 

We actually all ate bluebell flowers.  However, 
only the flower portion of this plant is edible. It 

tasted like cucumber! 



So Beautiful: From Left to Right: JB, Keith, Maeve, Ita, Henry, Tommy, Noah, Caleb, Leah, Anna, Jim, Maya, Karl, and Sweta 



After a scenic traverse, we 
thanked Brenda and invited 
her to remain for this photo. 





Supper at the pavilion was not uncommon, followed by Smores at midnight in the “Land of the Midnight Sun." 



Tour of Denali via BusTour of Denali via Bus

enali National Park and Preserve is 
part of our nation's treasures.  Some 

have lobbied for a paved road through 
the wilderness but wisdom has pre-
vailed.  Humans are merely visitors here, 
and you hike at your own risk.  You may 
carry bear spray, and, as of February 
2021 you may carry a concealed weap-
on if licensed to do so.  However, if an 
animal is killed by a human, the burden 

of proof is for the human to prove that 
it was in self-defense.  Only one grizzly 
bear has been shot dead since that law 
went into effect, and it was deteremined 
that the hiker was in grave danger. 

raveling by bus is an adventure in 
itself.  The roads are steep and nar-

row, often one way only.  The Denali Park 
Road extends 92 miles from east to west 

into this preserve.  The only way out 
is returning west to east on this same 
route.  On August 24th, due to continu-
ing landslides at Polychrome Pass, the 
park road has closed near mile 42. Let's 
start with a photo of our "not so luxuri-
ous but wonderfully utilitarian" mode of 
transportation.



Denal i ,  at  20 ,308 feet e levat ion ,  is  the ta l lest  mountain in Nor th Amer ica 



 The range of the Denali Caribou Herd is almost exclusively within 
the bounds of this vast preserve.

This photo of a Dall sheep is courtesy of the National Park Service.  We just 
could not get close enough on our tour!



ere is a mother and her cub.  
The cub kept wandering off 

and the mother kept prodding 
him to catch up.  Denali grizzlies 
are smaller than most, due to the 
harsh winter season.  They have 
long claws for digging.  They eat 
roots, berries, bulbs, and fresh 
vegetation.  Omnivores, they also 
eat ground squirrels, caribou, 
small moose, and mountain sheep. 



This Arctic gopher, ever vigilant, popped up out of the 
ground and stared this writer down as I hiked along a trail.   

Arctic ground squirrels abound in Denali National Park and Preserve 



On a constant quest to capture an image of The Ghost.  
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Goddard Squadron's Cadet Change of Command Ceremony at the Foothills of the Alaska Range.

The photos below were taken in the very 
late evening on Thursday, July 1st.  It 

seemed only natural to have a change of 
command ceremony adjacent to McKinley 
Creek, at the Creekside Cabin Pavilion that 
we had come to call home.  We were amidst 
the splendor of the Alaska Range!

Cadet Captain James Webster, under the 
proud watch of Captain Antonio Fontes, 

relinquished command.  Cadet First Lieu-
tenant Maya Belliveau assumed command.  
Then we all gathered at the creek, apprecia-
tive of all that this trip had to offer.  

Captain Antonio Fontes, Commander, 
Goddard Cadet Squadron 

Outgoing Cadet Commander 
Captain James Webster 

Incoming Cadet Commander
 Cadet First Lieutenant Maya Belliveau 



Captain Antonio Fontes with a 
picturesque tome signed by all 
participants of the trip,  

Thank you for feeding us! 



The cadets on the bank of McKinley Creek.  We missed Kat! 

Notice Captain Fontes with our Faithful Mascot and Protector, Kat’s Arctic Fox! 



July 2, 2021

AT V,  H o r s e b A c k ,  r A f T i n g

We woke up on Friday, July 2nd, with a 
mixture of joy and trepidation.  The 
most intrepid group was heading out 

to Denali Rafting Adventures with hopes of con-
quering the Nenana River's Class 3 and 4 rapids.  
Little did they know that their guide would, at 
one treacherous turn, almost bounce out of the 
raft!  The Denali ATV gang was looking forward to 
exploring the mountainous region on "roads less 
traveled."   As for the equestrians, suffice it to say 

that Cadet 1st Lt Maya Belliveu's horse took off 
due to the scent of one rather large Alces alces 
(moose!). Calm and methodical, Maya managed to 
thwart the runaway by applying equine emergen-
cy brakes.  It was a fantastic way to spend our last 
day in Alaska.  On the way back to Anchorage, we 
of course stopped in Talkeetna for a sampling of 
"Mountain High Pizza Pie" and a final chance to 
spend our money as only tourists know how to do!

A T V RAFTING

HORSEBACK RIDING



A T V



HORSEBACK RIDING
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Anna Has Also
Found a New Friend

Maya Awaiting Her Turn to Ride,
 Accompanied by a New Found Friend



Lt Col Maffei is prepared for all weather contingencies!



There were so many birch trees on the trails... s t u n n i n g !s t u n n i n g !
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The cadets were filled with excitement as they arrived at Lt. Col Maf-
fei’s house, piled into a van, and drove off to Logan International 

Airport.  As summer kicked-off, the cadets and senior members board-
ed the plane bound for Alaska.  Since the flight was a connecting flight, 
they stopped in Seattle and then boarded another plane to their final 
destination- Alaska.

  As the cadets stepped off of the plane, they smelled the fresh, pine 
smell of rustic Alaska.  Though, the cadets only had one thing on 

their minds- a bed.  The cadets and senior members checked into the 
Marriott hotel in Anchorage and promptly went to bed, for they had an 
early morning ahead of them.

The next morning, the cadets took a brisk walk and boarded a train 
bound for the town of  Seward.  The cadets enjoyed looking at the 

vast mountains of Alaska.  While on the train, the cadets were permit-
ted to go above to the deck and breathe the fresh Alaskan air.   When 
the cadets arrived in Seward, they were allowed to walk around the 
town and look at the various gift shops and sample goodies.  After a 
long day, the cadets finally went to bed at the A Swan Nest Inn.  

It was a new day and the cadets were eager to board the Kenai Fjords 
National Parks Cruise.  The cruise was roughly 5 hours through the 

pristine national park.  Sights to be seen were vast mountain ranges, 
dramatic glaciers, many puffins, and incredible aquatic wildlife includ-
ing porpoise, and humpback whales.  The majority of the day was spent 
on the boat and the cadets were eager to get off of the boat and to 

Alaska
Leadership
Adventure

August 24, 2021 

C/Captain Ita Carrigg, CAP
 Photos taken by Ita Carrigg

goddArd And bridgewATer cAdeTs join TogeTHer To explore 
THe beAuTiful AlAskA

 



Fox Island for a delicious dinner.  After having dinner at Fox Island, the 
cadets headed back to the boat and traveled back to A Swan Nest Inn.  
When the cadets arrived at the inn, they prepared for their kayaking 
adventure the next day.

The next day came fast and the cadets were ready for a fun-filled 
day of kayaking.  First, the group had to drive roughly 4 hours to 

reach Homer for their kayaking excursion. The cadets checked into the 
Seafarer’s inn and then proceeded to True North Kayak Adventures.  
The group enjoyed a leisurely afternoon of kayaking with 3 guides.  Af-
ter a long day, the cadets and senior members retreated back to the Inn 
and promptly ate dinner and fell asleep.

T here was excitement in the air, as the group would be riding the 
train back to Anchorage.  The group enjoyed the beautiful scenery 

and a delicious dinner on the train.  They checked into the Courtyard 
Marriott Airport and prepared for a tour of the Alaska Aviation Air Mu-
seum.

The group went for a tour of the aviation museum and saw some 
great planes, such as the 1981 Boeing B737-29OC and the 1928 

Stearman c2b.  After a leisurely afternoon at the museum, the group 
packed up and headed to Talkeetna.  The cadets were then permitted 
to shop for souvenirs and gifts, before driving to Denali National Park 
and Preserve.  After a drive of about 5 hours, the group checked into 
the gorgeous McKinley Creekside Cabins.

Fox Island, where the cadets enjoyed a delicious meal and practiced their 
stone-skipping skills!



After many hours of driving, the cadets were able to do some travel-
ing by foot.  The next morning, they went for a lengthy hike in De-

nali.  The group enjoyed a wonderful BBQ with some fun activities and 
then went to bed.

The cadets had a little “photoshoot” with Lt Col Maffei in their kha-
kis and Civil Air Patrol polo shirts, then they were off on an 8-hour 

bus tour of Denali National Park.  The group headed back to the cabins 
after a long day of sight-seeing and went to bed early, as they had a 
long 2 days ahead of them. 

Sunrise over the McKinley Creekside Cabins 



Lt Col Maffei split the cadets and senior members into 3 groups for 
the activities.  One group would be horseback riding,  the other 

ATVs, and the last white-water rafting.  About white-water rafting, C/
Lt Col Maeve Carrigg said, “The view was beautiful and our tour-guide 
was such a great person.  I give the experience a 10/10!”. 

Following the 3 different activities, the group drove around 4 hours 
to the airplane terminal and got ready to board their flight.  It was 

going to be a long night and the cadets had already been up since 6 
A.M. this morning and they would be up for another 14 hours.  After a 
very long day, the cadets finally arrived back in Boston and were ready 
to go home.

In conclusion, about the experience, Cadet Captain Ita Carrigg says, 
“I loved Alaska and am so glad that I got to have this experience.  I 

would 100% go back to Alaska”.  

Cadet Lt Col Maeve Carrigg enjoying the beautiful Denali Park  
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